I.  Text – Luke 24:50
II. After His resurrection from the dead, Jesus lingered on the earth for forty days.  While he remained on earth during this time, He appeared to His disciples on several occasions.  The Lord no doubt used this time to strengthen and prepare His disciples for what lay ahead of them.
	The last act of Jesus before His ascension was to take them to Bethany and bless them.  This was the old priestly way of blessing the people (Exodus 17:12; I Kings 8:54, 55).  Who is this one who blessed His disciples?  He is the prophet, priest, and king who came as God’s representative on the earth.  In His earthly ministry, He was God’s prophet.  In His heavenly ministry, He is the Great High Priest; In His return to earth He will be the King of Kings.  What spiritual importance can be attached to this event?

I.  HE LED THEM OUT 
     A.  Jesus took them toward Bethany.  Bethany was the home of Lazarus, Jesus’ friend.  The Lord spent a great deal of time there.  The Lord led His disciples away from government, away from the people.  By this action He suggested that His disciples were to look to Him alone for help and strength.  Have you ever wondered why the Lord leads you the way He does?  He wants you to learn to lean on Him.
	B.  To lead out means to lead in.  Led out from the false into the true.  Led out from failure into a place of victory.  Led out from loneliness into companionship and fellowship.  Led out from powerlessness into a place of power and authority.  Led out from a place of weakness into a place of strength.

II.   HE BLESSED THEM 
     A.  The last act before the ascension of Jesus was to give a blessing.  He lifted up His hands and blessed them.  In those hands were the scars that signified that He had battled with sin, sickness, death, and overcome them.  He has become a glorious conqueror with the power and authority to give gifts unto men.
     B.  The lifting up of the hands in blessing carried with it the idea of giving what was needed.  He continued to keep His hands uplifted in blessing as He ascended into heaven.  The Lord is still blessing today.  Jesus told His disciples to tarry in Jerusalem until He would give them power.  A short time later the Holy Spirit was given on the day of Pentecost.  The Lord will continue to bless until He comes again.
	
   III.  THEY RETURNED TO JERUSALEM WITH GREAT JOY
         A.    This was the joy of obedience.  John 13:17 says, “If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.”  This joy rests upon knowing and doing the will of God.  The early church swept the Roman world with this strange joy that thrived on trouble and prospered in persecution.
	B.  These disciples were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God.  The idea is that they offered praise frequently throughout this period of time.  It was in an atmosphere of praise and worship that the Holy Spirit descended like a mighty wind on the day of Pentecost.

CONCLUSION
Jesus wants to bless you and meet your need!  Will you follow Him now and let Him lead you into that place of great blessing?

