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I.  Text – John 3:8
    II.  The Holy Spirit is invisible and He does His work silently.  God has chosen to illustrate with symbols what otherwise, because of the poverty of language, we could never know.
	HOLY SPIRIT – Gordon Brownville’s “Symbols of the Holy Spirit” tells about the great Norwegian explorer Roald Amundsen, the first to discover the magnetic meridian of the North Pole and to discover the South Pole.  On one of his trips, Amundsen took a homing pigeon with him.  When he had finally reached the top of the world, he opened the bird’s cage and set it free.  Imagine the delight of Amundsen’s wife, back in Norway, when she looked up from the doorway of her home and saw the pigeon circling in the sky above. No doubt she exclaimed, “He’s alive!  My husband is still alive!”  
	So it was when Jesus ascended.  He was gone, but the disciples clung to His promise to send them the Holy Spirit.  What joy, then, when the dovelike Holy Spirit descended at Pentecost.  The disciples had with them the continual reminder that Jesus was alive and victorious at the right hand of the Father.  This continues to be the Spirit’s message.  (Auto Illustrator, Holy Spirit, #141)
	Can I see the dew of heaven as it falls on a summer evening?  I cannot.  It comes down softly and gently, noiselessly and imperceptibly.  But when I go forth in the morning after a cloudless night, and see every leaf sparkling with moisture, and feel every blade of grass damp and wet, I say at once, "There has been a dew."  Just so is the work of the Spirit in the soul.  (6,000 Windows for Sermons, Foster, p. 458).

I.  Wind – John 3:8
	A.  Dr. Farr says concerning the Holy Spirit under the symbol of wind:
	"This symbol suggests the idea of universal expansion, life, and activity.  Air is everywhere, touching, penetrating, and sustaining all things.  Wind is air in motion, gently in a breeze, swiftly in a gale, and by the circulation of the air currents, healthfulness and purity are carried over the earth.  The Holy Spirit likewise is the source and producer of natural, intellectual, and spiritual life, purity, and power."
	B.  The Holy Spirit's coming on the day at Pentecost was as a rushing mighty wind (Acts 2:4).  Jesus spoke of the Spirit's coming as "proceeding" from the Father which suggests the idea of motion and continual coming.  The Spirit-filled life begins with an experience, but is retained by fresh infusions of the Spirit.

II.  Fire
	A.  Fire represents the presence of God and the 	power of God.
	1.  Exodus 3:2-6 – Moses at the burning bush
	2.  I Kings 18:38 – Mt. Carmel
	3.  Acts 2:3
	B.  The Spirit is compared to fire because fire warms, illuminates, spreads and purifies.  In the Bible, fire illustrates the purging, purification, fiery boldness, and zeal produced by the anointing of the Spirit (Isaiah 4:4; 6:6, 7; Matthew 3:11).

III.  Wine
	A.  Wine as a symbol of the Spirit suggests stimulation, exhilaration and rejoicing (Psalm 105:15; Proverbs 31:6).
	B.  In Ephesians 5:18, two possible sources of stimulation are indicated:  drunkenness and deity; full of wine or full of the Spirit.  Human nature needs a stimulus of some kind.  Doubtless the Holy Spirit was intended to be the original stimulus of humanity, but Satan has inverted alcohol as a substitute. --Farr

IV.  Oil
	A.  When oil was used ceremonially in the Bible, it spoke of usefulness, fruitfulness, beauty, life, and transformation.  It was commonly used for food, light, lubrication, healing, and soothing the skin.  In the spiritual realm the Spirit strengthens, illuminates, liberates, heals and soothes the soul.

B.  Biblical Examples
	1.  Exodus 40:9, 10 – Dedication of Tabernacle
	2.  Luke 1:35; Acts 10:38 – Jesus

V.  Water
A.  Water purifies, refreshes, quenches thirst and makes fruitfulness possible.  Water is an indispensable element of physical life; the Holy Spirit is an indispensable element of spiritual life.

	B.  Biblical examples:
	  1.  John 4:13, 14 – Salvation
	  2.  John 7:37-39 – Giver of power
	  3.  Ezekiel 47:1-12 – Degrees of depth in the 	       Holy Spirit



VI.  Seal and Earnest
	A.  Ephesians 1:13, 14 speaks of believers being sealed.  This suggests the idea of ownership and security.  In Paul's day a merchant would go to the harbor, select certain timber and then stamp it with his seal – an acknowledged sign of ownership.  Later he would send his servant with his signet who looked for the timber bearing the corresponding impress (II Timothy 2:19).  The idea of security is also involved (Revelation 7:3, Romans 8:16).
	
	B.  An earnest suggests that there is a purchased possession which has not been received yet.  The earnest is a foretaste of glory which shall be ours (Hebrews 12:33-34).

VII.  Dove – The dove as a symbol speaks of gentleness, tenderness, loveliness, innocence, mildness, peace, purity, and patience. The Holy Spirit came as a dove at Jesus' baptism (Matthew 3:16).  Christ spoke of the dove as the embodiment of the harmlessness which was characteristic of His own disciples (Matthew 10:16).



Conclusion
Benjamin West, the great painter, speaking of Gilbert Stuart, a brother artist famed for his beautiful coloring, used to say to his pupils, “It’s no use to steal Stuart’s colors; if you want to paint as he does, you must steal his eyes.”  When we are baffled in our efforts to live as Christ lived, the record of His life, however wonderful it is, will not enable us to be like Him.  What we need is His heart, His nature.  Only divinity within us can recognize divinity without.  Without the Holy Spirit, we cannot know Him as God.  (Illustrations of Bible Truths, 368.Christ in You



Fellowship Group Questions

1.  Which symbol of the Holy Spirit do you like best?  Why?
2.  Choose one symbol and tell how the Holy Spirit is working out that symbol in your life.
3.  Has this study of the "Biblical Symbols of the Holy Spirit" helped you to have a better understanding of the way the Spirit works?  Explain.
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