SERMON OUTLINES:  Subject, Salvation – 2/25/79,  Amarillo First

THINGS THAT ARE LOST
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I.  Text – Luke 15:8-10
II. There are three parables in Luke 15 that deal with lost things:  The Lost Sheep, The Lost Coin, and The Lost Boy.  In each parable something of value was lost and a diligent search was made until it was found.

I.  WHAT ARE SOME OF THE SPIRITUAL VALUES WE HAVE LOST? 
     A.  Some have lost the consciousness of God’s nearness.
     B.  Some have lost the joy of salvation (Psalm 51:12).
     C.  Some have lost their Christian convictions.
     D.  Some have lost the power of prayer.
     E.  Some have lost the joy of Christian service.
       
II.   HOW TO FIND WHAT HAS BEEN LOST 
     A.  Two important truths.
	1.  The human soul is of great value in God’s sight.
	2.  God knows how to restore and recover what has been lost.
     B.  Illustrate from the parables
	1.  The shepherd sought for the lost sheep until he found it.  He offered healing ministry and brought it back to the safety of the fold.
	2.  The woman searched diligently until she found the coin and restored it to its rightful place of value.
	3.  The prodigal son was welcomed back home by his father and restored to his position as a son.
	
CONCLUSION
We are like sailors on one of the old sailing vessels that had been blown off her course along the coast of South America.  The crew had lost all sense of time and place.  Their water was running low and they were anxiously hoping for some port.  Spying another vessel early one morning, they signaled for water.  The answer came back, “Let down your buckets.  You’re in the mouth of the Amazon River.  There’s fresh water all around.”
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