SERMON OUTLINES:  Subject, Holy Spirit – 4/29/79,  Amarillo First
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I.  Text – I Corinthians 12:1
II. Paul speaks of ignorance in this text; ignorance concerning spiritual gifts.  Nothing is so blinding as ignorance for ignorance keeps one in darkness of mine.
	It was reported at one time that in Scottish banks alone there was over $120 million in unclaimed deposits.  Many who had a right to some of this money were ignorant of this fact.  How often Christians are ignorant of spiritual deposits which God has placed in heaven’s bank for them.
	God delights to give.  The word CHARISMA basically means, “a gift.”  Paul longs to visit Rome in order to impart to the Romans some charisma (Romans 1:11).  Paul urges them to covet the best charismata (I Corinthians 12:31).  Charismata are the gifts placed in the church by Christ for the edifying of the body (I Corinthians 14:12) and also for the empowering of the church in her great task of preaching the gospel to the world.

I.  MISUNDERSTANDING SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
     A.  The Spirit of God is operating in the church giving to each Christian “the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good” (I Corinthians 12:7).  Spiritual gifts are not optional; they are necessary.
       B.  Examples of misunderstanding 
	1.  Denying the need for spiritual gifts.
	2.  Overemphasizing the individual benefit of spiritual gifts.
	3.  Confusing spiritual gifts and native abilities.
	4.  Exaggerating some gifts and depreciating others.
	5.  Divorcing spiritual gifts from the cross (self-denial).  
	A church whose life and ministry is not built upon the exercise of spiritual gifts is, biblically, a contradiction in terms.

II.   WHAT ARE THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS? 
     A.  I Corinthians 12:8-10
	1.  Gifts of revelation (omniscience)
		a.  The Word of Wisdom
		b.  The word of Knowledge
		c.  The Discerning of Spirits
	2.  Gifts of Demonstration (omnipotent)
		a.  Faith
		b.  Healing
		c.  The working of miracles
	3.  Gifts of Inspiration (omnipresence)
		a.  Prophecy
		b.  Tongues
		c.  Interpretation of Tongues
     B.  I Corinthians 12:28
	1.  Ministry Gifts
		a.  Apostles
		b.  Prophets
		c.  Teachers
	2.  Helps
	3.  Governments
     C.  Romans 12:6
	1.  Ministry (deacon service)
	2.  Exhorting
	3.  Giving
	4.  Ruling (Leadership)
	5.  Showing Mercy (visiting the sick)
     D.  Ephesians 4:11
	1.  Evangelists
	2.  Pastors
III.  HOW TO DISCOVER YOUR SPIRITUAL GIFT
	I Corinthians 12:31, I Corinthians 14:1
    A.  The place to begin in the discovery of spiritual gifts is one’s own desires and aspirations.  What spiritual gift do you want?  What secret desire do you have with regard to God’s work?
   B.  What spiritual abilities do others see in you?  What am I often asked to do in the way of spiritual ministry?  Are there certain things I am never asked to do?
    C.  Begin to minister.  This requires a step of faith.  Every gift in the church is given for the purpose of service.  God gives equal power for equal responsibility.

CONCLUSION
David Mains said, “Every true member of the local church has a minimum of one gift, and most people have many.  Since no one has every gift, and everyone has at least one, there exists an interdependence among the members of the church.  How disabled the body of Christ has become because our primary purpose for church attendance has been to hear one man exercise his gifts, rather than to prepare all the people to develop their gifts for ministry, not only within the church but also to society.”  (Full Circle, p. 63)
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