SERMON OUTLINES:  Subject, Witnesses – 7/10/83,  Amarillo First

LIGHT IN A DARK WORLD
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I.  Text – Exodus 25:31
II. The lampstand was located in the Holy Place across from the table of showbread. The Hebrew word for candlestick is light bearer or lampstand.
	Each of the three vessels in the Holy Place spoke of fellowship.  The Table of Shewbread pointed to Christ as the substance of our fellowship.  The Lampstand foreshadowed Christ as the power for fellowship.  The Incense Altar prefigured Christ as maintaining our fellowship by His intercession.
	One night a man was run down by a train at a crossing.  Consequently the old signalman in charge had to appear in court.  After a severe cross-examination he was still unshaken.  He said he had waved his lantern frantically, but all to no avail.  The following day the superintendent of the line called him into his office.  “You did wonderfully well yesterday, Tom,” he said.  “I was afraid at first that you might waver.”  “No, sir,” replied Tom, “but I was afraid that the old lawyer was going to ask me whether my lantern was lit!”

I.  THE FORMATION OF THE LAMPSTAND 
     A.  In Exodus 25:31 there are two important words, pure and beaten.  The gold of this lampstand had to go through two processes of refining.  It had to be burned in white heat to be made pure, and then it had to be carefully beaten by skillful craftsmen until it was formed into a beautiful, cymmetrical lampstand.  This speaks of the sufferings that Christ had to endure so that He could shine forth as the Light of the World (John 8:12).

	B.  Exodus 25:31-32 tells us that the central shaft and the branches are beaten into shape from one lump of gold.  This speaks of God’s people who are joined to Christ by faith.  God’s plan is to make us like Christ – lights in a dark world.  How is this process carried out?  The same process that was used to fashion the central shaft was used to fashion the branches.  The darker the trial the brighter our light shines for Jesus.

II.   THE LIGHT 
     A.  It is possible to have a lampstand without a light.  The purpose of the lampstand was to bear the light.  Its light was the gift of God (John 1:4).  The secret of a steady, powerful testimony lies not in having abundance of knowledge, but in having abundance of life.  Life is light.  Letting our light shine simply means letting the life of Christ who dwells within us be seen.

     
	B.  Purpose of the Light
	   1.  Shine before the Lord (worship) I Cor. 6:20
	   2.  Shine upon the Table (testimony)
	   3.  Shine upon the Altar (prayer)
	   4.  Shine upon Itself (works) – Matthew 5:16

   III.  THE OIL
         A.    The power of the Lampstand was in the light that it bore.  But the light must be fed.  Pure olive oil was provided for the light.  Oil is a striking emblem of the Holy Spirit.  Pentecost was the pouring in of the oil upon the flickering lives of the early disciples.
	
	B.  The priest supplied the oil for the lamps.  He trimmed them with His own hands.  Our great high priest has promised the oil of the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him.  To be filled with the Spirit means to have those things trimmed out of our lives that hinder our testimony.  And to be filled with faith, with love, with wisdom, and power, so that our lives will be Christ-like and honoring to God (Zech. 4:6)

CONCLUSION
When one of the reformers had acquitted himself in a public disputation with great credit to his Master’s cause, a friend begged to see the notes which he had been observed to write, supposing that he had taken down the arguments of his opponents and sketched the substance of his own reply.  He was greatly surprised to find that his notes consisted of these ejaculatory petitions:  “more light, Lord, more light, more light!”
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